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on the north the river St. Lawrence, and a chain of august lakes, form a natural boundary. Within thdse limits marked by invariable lines, and abundantly extensive for the purposes of one empire, do we not find a variety of climate and of soil, and a rich diversity of productions, sufficient for all the conveniences and elegancies of life?"26
With the growing spell of the Romantic movement in the last decade of the century both foreign visitors and native Americans celebrated with new fervor the esthetic beauties of the American landscape and noted its unique character. The year after independence was won, the Reverend Jeremy Belknap called attention to the grandeur and dignity of the White Mountains; and President Dwight of Yale, who began his extensive tours of New England and New York in 1197, boasted that nowhere else could such variety of landscape be found. "Neither the poet nor the painter can here be ever at a loss for scenery to employ the pen or pencil/' But celebrations of the American landscape were not confined to specific regions. William Bartram's Travels described unique features in the landscape of several states, and Joel Barlow's Vision of Columbus with its rhapsodic lines on America's magnificent rivers, stupendous mountains, broad savannahs, and picturesque woodlands was definitely nationalistic.
The interest that colonists had taken in the provincial past was greatly enhanced by patriotism released by the Revolution, Although Ebenezer . Hazard's scheme for collecting and publishing a "Documentary History of the Revolution" was not carried to completion, the patriotism aroused by the struggle against England was vigorously reflected in the histories. of the Revolution that came from the pen of Dr. David Ramsay of South Carolina. Before the end of the century John Marshall was culling the ever-increasing literature on the "father of his country" in preparation for his Lije of Washington. In spite of its Federalist bias and lack of originality, it became a classic. Others who, like Gouvemeur Morris, had been associated with the recent struggle wrote memoirs. In part as a result of his American experience the Reverend William Gordon prepared his history of the Revolution.
The most praiseworthy achievements in American historiography were the histories inspired by state pride and influenced by Jeremy Bel-
26 John B. Johnson, An Oration on Union, delivered in the New Dutch Church in the City of New-Yorfc on the Twelfth Dav of May, 1794 (New York, 1794), 6.